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Names from Waihi Beach Honours Board, This list is not fully complete and some names 3
# have been unfortunately ommitted. il
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1953 &, CLARK, A o 1980, 0 S.R. HARDWICKE,
1956, - C.W.NEIBER, 1980. C. GRACEY, i
1959  A. QORDON, 1980, H.M. EADES. ra B
. 1960. W. RUSSELL. : 1981, S.G.HEALD. sk
Y 1961, E.C. EROWN. 1981, G.A. MARTIN.
v 1961, AHICKS, - 1982, W.F. COLEMAN.
y 1964, C.HOPKINS, 1982, E.W. MADDREN. - g
1964, N.C.FOSTER. : 1982, A.DICKSON. . e
1964, J, DUNBAR. : 1982, K.K.Bjerring. 2
1966, F.ALLCOCK, 1983, C.BURNS
1967. A K HAINES, 1984, B.SMITH.
1969, P. WCOD. 1984,  W.LYON,
1969, C.EDWARDS, 1984, F.H.SMITH. ; el
1969, J.SCOBIE. 1984. W.L.PKTERS, : iU
1569, C.R.WILLIAMS, 1984+  S. A HAMMOKD, Ta
. 1969, AJRJ WAL, 1984, D, T,MURPHY. s
1970, W.HANLEN, 1985, T. McCONNON, i
1970, AL HASKEL, 1985, T.H,PINLAYSON, R
301871, - Byl COX, 1985, L. FOWELL.
1971, M. BRYAN. i 1985. F.GILLESPIE,
e 1972, W.J. ROBERTS. " 1985,  T.L.DIMMUCK,
Ahqare. a4, SPONG- 1985, S.W.PERRY,
: o 1985, A.H.D,RUBBARD. Mrs,
yr2. .G, POWLER. 1985, W.MBELTOK,
1972. 8. FOSTER. 1986, N.S.FRANKLIN.
19724 © T FYFI, 1986, R.R. McGREGOR.
1%72, DJNEAVE, 1986, H.H.SMITH,
1972, J.A.C. McCORMACK, 1987. E,G.STEWART.
1970y PP HAT G, 1987, M,R.COLLINS, Mrs.

1972, C. WILDE. : _ T
1974, W. WHITTY, - :

1975, P, SOWERBY, L
1976, C. HAYES. . i
1976.  C.K.H. CORNWELL B

- 1973, R.M. COWERN,
1978, . G.J. OLSEN,
1978. W.5. WRIGHT.
1975, N; CILLIRS.
1979, W, BUXTON,
1979, R.R. GARDINER,

E. J. FOWLER
P.0. BOX 23
WAIH! BEACH




WAIHI BEACH. R.S.4. PRESIDENTS AND SECRETARIES FROM 1946 TO 1987,
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JYEAR, . PRESIDENT. SECRETARY. N
1945 « 46 Jea. C. McCUORMACK, NEWMAN. WHALEY, St
194647 G. MITCHELIL. L e
1947-48 MAC. COWEHN, L :
194849 JACK TOMS. "

1949250 HUGH MULLINS, "
1950=51 LEN BACON. | wo
1951=52 J,A.C. McCORMACK, .13 YEARS, ’
1952-53 J.4,C, McCORMACK, e "
1953=54 GERRY PAULL. SR L
1954=55 FRANK COXHEAD, "
195556 TOM JOHNSTON. . "
1956=57 JACK SHAW, . "
19 57- 58 J.+4,C.McCORMACK., - ) - "
19589 §9 NEWMAN WHALEY , PERCY CURI'TT

" 1959-60 REG TREMBATH. . : " j
1960-61 ANDREW LOWRY. - REG TREMBATH. -
1961 62 / JACK SCOBIR, . CBORGE MCALLISTER, .’
1962-63 J. 4.C.McCORMACK, . "
196364 CLARRIE HLACK . - "J+A.C.McCORMACK,
1964=65 JIM FYFE, . " .
196566 ANDREW LOWRY, 5 "
1966=67 ROBIN BAXTHR . o "
1967~68 CLIFY HAYES. _ L
1968-69 CLIFF HAYES, ' "
196970 ALF PEARSON. - n
1970-71 JOHN FOWLER, * L
1971=72 JOHN FOWLER, "
1972=73 _. JOHN FOWLKR. - oo

" 1973=T4. JOHN FOWLER, -7 ST4AN. HARDWIGKE,

- 1974-75 CLI¥F BURIS . | " o
197576 CLIFF BURNS. ' HARRY EADES,
1976=77 KAROLD IUWRICK. "
1977-78 MICK., FOREMAN, L
1978-79 MICK FOREMAN, L
197980 MICK FOREMAN, HAROLD DOWRICK,
1980-81 " MICK FOREMAN, . ‘ "
1981-82 MICK FOREMAN, . "
1982-83 BILL ELYTHE, BARRY ELACKFORD,
198384 BILL RLY'ME. HAROLD DOWRICK,
198485 BILL BLYTHE. VINCE ROIGARD,
153586 BILL BLYTHE. VINCE ROTGARD, TREVOR DUCKMANTON,
1953{m87 BILL BLYTHE . : TREVOR DUCKMANTON, ‘
1903738 BILL BLYTHE. : "
103’:5_1-39 ,Zeg b PO ) o

i959- 9O f{eﬁ Angolm i




WAIHI BEACH. SUB ERANCH. FOUNDATION COMMITTEE. 1944-45

PRESIDENT.  J.A.C. NeCormack . SECRETARY., NEWMAN WHALEY .
COMMITTEE. A.CLARK. C.HOPKINS., A.HICKS, 8.M,HOVELL. A.W.HICKS.

1957

1981,

A. MORRISON., 3. STEVENS.
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NEW HALL BUILT TO REPLACE FIRST SUB STANDARD HALL DESTROYED EY FIRE.
UFFICIALLY OPENED BY G,COWER. NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT N.Z. RSA,
SATURDAY. 25th.MAY. 1957

*****i‘**i‘**1-*********mmmﬂﬂ*ﬂ*****ﬂ*****ﬂ***

4th. JULY .  WAIHI BEACH R.S.A. CLUB.

OFFICIAL OPENING BY, ARNOLD T, CLEMENTS, DISTRICT VICE PRESIDENT. N.2.R.S.A

E.A, FOKEMAN, PRESIDENT,  H,I. DOWRICK. SECRETARY, H.M, EADES, TREASURER, f_;;'-

- -
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~~WATHI BHACH. R.S.A. HONOURS LIST.

GOLD STAR. No WHALEY. E.J. FOWLER.
MERIT AWARD, E.J. FOWLER,

LIFE MeMBERS. JeA.C. McCORMACK,
A.J. LOWRY,
S.5TEVENS,
E.J. FOWLER.
E.A. FOREMAN.
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WAIHI BEACH.RETURNED SERVICES ASSN ., PAST AND PRESENT . JOYS AND SADNESS. AND PRIDE.,
PRI RN AR HHH IR IS RN NN AT TR

History and details of the Waihi Beach R.S.A compiled mostly from memory by.

E.J. Fowler. Any errors and ommissions in this narrative is unintentional and

if any such discrepancies are made the writer seeks forgiveness and also for any
spelling errors and typing mistakes.

My schooling only permitted to a standard six education and my attempts at typing

are confined to one finger,

The prospect of my attempting to write a history of Waihi Beach R,S.A4 and also the
history of the district is a real challenge and I can only pray that I can find the
incentive to do this task and can write the story as I remember the eventa, .
I feel that of necesgity I shall have to confine my writings mostly to people both
prast and present and how so many good citizens have contributed so generousaly to make
this lovely seaside resort such a wonderful place to live in.

After all R.S.A really is all about people and sometime one tends to forget about
this most important fact. '

Any R.S.A. body could not function without the assistance of all members of the comme
unity of which it belongs.and a tremendous debt of gratitude is owed to the past and
pregent Waihi Beach citizens,

As one enters our present Club rooms on Brighton Road one could forgive onesself for
forgetting that things were not always as they are now and that the many amengties
that we have now were not always there and that the rewards for us having such nice
conditions to enjoy were not achieved without many sacrificies and hard work by some
body.

With these introductory ramblings I must now proceed into the past and try to recall
and write of my own association with Waihi Beach and why I am here anyway.

My earliest memory of ever kmowing that such a place as Waihi Beach existed goes back
to about 1920, I was then a lad of seven and my best mate Hugh Kastwood had been to
Waihi Beach for a Summer holiday with his mother and sister Noxrma.,.

Hugh was just so full of the wonders of this wonderful seaside resort and I was indeed
so envious »f his good fortune and I could enly imagine what such a paradise could be
like and it was to be for me many years before I was to visit this visionary beach.

It was 1939 when I drove into Waihi Beach at the wheel of a five ton Bedford van, I

had just commenced a new Jjob as a salesman driver for the Opotiki Bacon Co .

To get to Waihi Beach in those days it was required to journey from Tauranga on an all
metal road and the route in those days was far removed from the lovely sealed highway
that we enjoy today.

Many who perchance may read this epistle can remember the o0ld road and the torturocua
route over the spiral hill near Omokoros to Apata. After leaving KatiXati one had

to look out for the bypass at Waimata where one had. to turn right and detour via the
Trig Rd on the the Beach Bd to Waihi Beach.

As 1 slowly approached the Waihi Beach township that day I was not to know that some
day I was to reside at this place and indeed the first house on that road on the Right
hand side was to be my future home.

No tihers was no turn off to Wilson R4 in those days that area was a vast wet Swamp.
Leo 5t was only a half formed metal track and there were no dwellings of any size to be
seen only for the most part simple beach cottages and baches. o

My ¥irst stop that day was at a very small kioske on the right hand side of the Main

Rd.ve ry near where Ron and Colleen Mayor now have their service station. _

I was to meet my first Waihi Beach citizensa in the Personage of Mr & Mrs Raffles. 5
What a delightful old couple they were. Mrs Raffles very friendly and rather plump o

and lr Zaffles short,full head of hair and completely deaf.
I wns then to witness and hear a very loud conversation between wife and spouse over

what trey required to fill the needs of their very small shop which from memory must
have heen some six feet by 12 feet and the opening to the public was per medium of

wo shutters which were lifted and propped to provide some protection to any customers
After rany atlempts of visual 1ip movements the old gentleman got the message and I ]
way rewarded with a rather humble order of bacon and small goods,

For tis record. Mr amd Mrs Rafflea had a daughter Vera, later was to marry a Mr, Alec
Clark and they were to build a corner store on the corner of Main Rd.and Qceanview Rd.



Te Clarks ran that corner store for many years until the unfortunate death of Alec.
In later years Vera married Ernie Shoyer and only recently Vera passed away and Ernie
51111 lives in kdinburgh St where they resided for many years.

My next stop that morning was at a shop in the centre of what was then the complete
township of Wwaihi Beach.

The reason I pulled up outside that particular shop was because a rather sgquat rotund
gentleman was outside and when he saw the van was waving frantically to me for attent. -
ion, I was to meet one,Teddy Erown and what a character this man was and little did

I realise then that I was to have many encounters and adventures with this chap,but
what he really wanted that morning was to get to me first before I called at the Miss
Mullins store which was before his shop but Ted was out of sausages or something and
wanted prior attention.

In thé next five minutes I was to be informed of who was who at Waihi Beach and the
terrible ordeal that was before me when I was to attempt the almost imposaible task
of traversing the stretch of pure white sand over to the far end of the North of
the village where I was informed resided a Mrs White who urgently required an order
of bacon and small goods.

After satisfying the needs of Ted and meeting the very friendly Mrs Addie Brown I
was then offered the services of Ted to assist me to navigate that 100 yards or so
across the sandy beach.

Feed her the herbs yelled fed and turn right now sharp left and in a shower of sand
we were across and Mrs White a dear old white haired lady was pleased to receive. her
few supplies.

The other shops then were Kennedy Store now where Don Watsons is and then the Mias
Mullins who had two shops and there was also a small dining room run by an elderly
lady a Mrs Burke, -

I was to vigit this small township weekly for‘the next two years but the sounds of
war were getiing louder and I was to leave the life of bacon and small goods and was

to go overseas and help win a war. - .

It was to be 1944 that I was to once again revisit Waihi Beach and this time I was

to drive into the township at the wheel of Grey & Menzies Areated Waters van,

The place had not altered a great deal in the three years and Ted and Addie Brown
welcomed me back as did Nellie and Cathie Mullins, I think Bigwoods were now where
Kennerdys were and Mullins had rebuilt therp shop and were now in larger premises

with a butchery,bakery,drapery and stationary . The same building is still there today
but very unloved and does nothing to enhance the beauty of the Northern end of Waihi
Beach.

I was to have only a brief twelve months with the Grey and Menzies firm before I was
to return to what I was really trained to do and I was to purchase a 131 acre farm

on the Beach Rd with the aid of the Rehabilation Dept.

Molly and I and six week old Michael took over this run down farm and its starving

85 cows on the 1st November 1945 and it was to be seven years later that I was to have
further introductions to the Waihi Beach community.

That year 1952 we purchased a small converted garage bach at 14 Wallmuti Ave and we:
wera to experience the wonders of living at a beach resort for the first time and
enjoy the delights of our three children aa they experienced the joys of the lovely
surf which was just around the cormer.

Two vears later T was to itake over the lease of the Shaw Estate farm of some 400 acres
which had been managed for the past 16 years by one John Weedon a 6 ft 8 inch giant

of a man who was reaponsible for providing the milk requirements for Waihi Beach.

As I was at that time also involved in the Town Supply Milk industry I was to become

4

well zquainted with Jack and was able to assist him with a supply of milk when he
was short. .
Leter on I hope to relate more on the Weedon family but at this period of writing I
wish %o relate to the R.S.A at Waihi Beach and how I recall my first introduction tp
the merbers and the first hall.

I wae first introduced to the RSA by Gerry Paull who at that time had taken over the
grocery and dairy part of the business owned by his aunties, the Miss Mullina.
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I recall Jerry calling on the then local doctor one Richard Wright and I was to have
a lot more adventures with this colourful person over the next few years.

Strive as I may I cannot remember very clearly just what that first hall looked like,

I think I was only in the hall perhaps some three or four times.

I recall the full size billiard table in the club room at the right hand side of the
building, I never did have a game on it.

Perhaps one of the 0ld timers who had so mich to do with the bhuilding of the first

hall may be able to give more details on the construction and the fellows who built

it.

I do. know that Arthur McCarmack and Newman Whaley were well to the fore when the two

Leasehold sections were taken over from the Waihi Borough Coupcil on the firat 21

year Gtasgow Lease. These two low sections were the last remaining sections available

at that time and the reason being of course why they were available was because of

the low lying area which everyoneknew would flood at every heavy rain fall.

Perhaps at this stage I might relate more on this area of land and how the drainage ‘

of all that area has effected the RSA over the years . &

At that time the township of Waihi Beach was administsered by the Waihi Borough Council

and the drainage at that time really atarted at the Leo St culvert which came to the
centre of the hall and then connected up with a drain running ar right angles and then
another right angle bend to proceed down the western side of the hall and then under

a culvert across Brighton R4 and on down between Wallnutt and Marine Ave then across

Oveanview Rd to turn Right anf finally to finish up at the beach and into the sea.

If readers know anything about the flow of water and most farmers have had plenty of

exp erience in this work it is surely a fact that to make a waterway turn at a corner

requires careful planning and most prudent drainers will plan to make a more gradual

approach to the task and try and make for a gradual sweep of the drain and s¢ have

less trouble with washouts and allow for a large volume of flood water to diascharge

at a greater speed,

To this day we still have this double right ahgdedrainage sysiem which in wet seasons

continue to flood this area with disastrous results.

However at.that time the two sections were_available and it made seece to acquire

them and get a hall built in preparation for the returning gervicemen who would shortly

be arriving.

Through necessity the hall was construced with very inferior timber with some car

cases and a malthoid roof, lLater the malthoid was covered with aluminium roofing on
account of the malthoid leaking badly.

Most of the rRSA committee then were 1st war men and we today owe a great debt of

sratitude to these early Firat world war men for their enterprise and courage to

pfepare the way for the homecoming of us Second world war men and women.

Names that are mentioned are. On the small board at the entrance of the Clubrooms.

President. J.A.C. McCormack. 3Secretary, Newman Whaley.

Ocmmittee., A, Clark. C,Hopkins. A.Hicks. S.M. Hovell. A.W.Hicks. A.Morrison.

3. Stevens.

Trere wauld have been others who would have assisted with the construction of the first

kall but this was all before my time,

It was also at around this period that the same pioneers were constructing the new
Bowling Green and a tremendous amount of labour must have gone into the laying out

0f this vroject and their forsight must be commended when cne realises what a great

apezet Waihi Beach has now through those early citizens efforts. _

At that time also the Waihi Beach Colf Course was in full swing and great difficulty -

was experienced during the war years with the supply of geolf balls.

The course was of nine holes and extended from the area where the Catholic Church

Fire Station back towards the hills with one green being over where the County now

has its depot. I did do one round of this course before it was ¢losed and ran out

of #01f balls before completing the round.

ill of the area was part of the Matha 3haw Estate and was then subdivided into thq

Rezidental sections and of course is fully built over today.

Martra Shaw and family were very early settlers at the beach and it would indeed be
a very interesting story if the history of this family could be written.
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whAIHI BLACH.R.S.A. HALL ON FIRE. JAN,24th.1956,

The disastrous fire which destroyed the first RSA hall is well remembered by many
residents gtill residing at Waihi Beach. It commenced in the late aftermoon and
there was no possible way the fire could be subdued once it was alight.

The last nerson in the hall was reported to be Mick Bryan who was the unpaid care=
taker and he had been btusy that afternoon cleaning up . Mick was very distressed L
over that fire and to his dying day swears that he did nothing that would have caused__q
a fire,

At that time I was living at 14 Wallnutt Avenue and I was commuting daily between the
Beach and my Town Supply farm on the Beach Rd. I well recall the scene as I arrived a
at the Beach that late afternoon prébably, just before six . N T
I was a member of the Beach Fire Brigage at-that time and when I showed up the full A
1Brigade was in attendance under the capable control of Jack Toms the then Brigade L
Commanding Officer.

The old Ford Four by Four fireengine was doihg its best with water procured from the
drains and any convenient water tanks handj. No there was no town water supply to
complain about in those days ?

The heat from that fire was iremendous and what water the bricade was able to supply
was concentrated on saving the two storey house of Des and Dianne Spiers next door.
This they were ahle to do but not without that house being really hot and curtains
being useless afterwards.

The roofing of firstly wood sarking then malthoid and finaly llght welght aluminum’
was the most specular blaze and flame reached great hights.

The aluminum burnt like paper and the only useful conclusion after the fire was that
it was so complete and made the final task of cleaning up the remains so much easier, -
Lost in the fire was a full size billiard table and a piano plus the usual furnish- e
ings of a hall

The loss of the hall of couse was a severe blow to the RSA at that time and with the e
result that they had no place to hold their meetings and for the period from Jan.195¢
until the opening of the new hall May 1957 the monthly meetings of the executive -
were neld at the home of Newman Whaley on the cornexr of Brighton & Savage Ave. _
At this stage of this epistle it is fitting that I should relate some time over this
remarkable gentleman and of the stirling work he contributed to Waihi Beach RSA and. .
other organisations. I only wish that a more knowledgadiewriter than I could tell
of  the expleits of this small statued man and hias journeys through life.

Born ‘at hull England, the same year as Winston Churc¢hill was born,

Became a regular soldier in Queen Victeoria's gver advancing forces.

Qerved in India. Where he contracted malaria and doctors dispared for his life and
gave him only a short time to live. -
Served in South Africa -during the Boer War. I think kis rank was Reg.Sergeant Major.;
Served in the First World War. in the NZ., army. Newman immigrated to NZ in 1913, &
On the outbreak of the Second World War Newman again offered hias services.
Newmzr was borm in 1880 so at the start of the 2nd war would have been in his 60th._

\l‘q.tl
urt. this little man lacked in statue he certainly made up for in guts and sheer




I well remember those friendly meeting in Newman's little front room lounge.

No woman could have kept a more tidier home that this little guy.

Everything always ready for the meeting, Chairs arranged and papers and minute book
alway ready and business was conducied very efficiently and always a cup of tea

and goodies served by our host before we left.

Those meetings in Newman's little home were very important meetings and the future
planning and preparing for the construction of our new hall was to be pondered over
in great depth and several plans for the new building had to be studied and the
financial arrangements were being carefully studied.

Newman Whaley was the Hon Secretary of the RSA for some 13 years 1945 to 1957=-58

He was awarded the Gold Star around 1956 and became President 1958=59. Unfortunately
I have no record of his date of death but from memory it would probably have been
about the mid sixties.

John, Arthur,C,McCormack., (Mac.) Surely this man was Mr RSA himself and nobody did
more than Mac to further the spirit of the RSA in this area.

A veteran of the First World War he was a very early volunteer for the second and
made it to Egypt but unfortunately ill health terminated his participation over there
and he was invalided home early as a result,

This setback did not daunt Mac for long and soon he was devoting his energies to the
formation of the Bowling Green.

After lengthy arguments with the Waihi Borough Council he was finally able to make

a start with the aid of other locals inecluding the late Jim McDermott,Stan Stevens,
Hicks Bros,Sunny Hovell and several others but this was all before my time.,

Ethel MecCormack still resides in Dillon St and is still active in Pwling and RSA
womens division etc. Ethel informed me that at the start of the forming of the
bowling green Mack and his sons dug the whole ares by hand.

Mack was the driving force in securing the present site where our Club rooms rnow .
stand and also the power behind the running of the RSA until his untimely death

in 1972, .

Mack died from a heart attack and had heart troublea for many years leading up until
his-demise, I was one of the early persons called at his death and it was a great
shock to us all at his sudden death. '

I always had a very warm admiration for Mac,but for me to say the he was a model of
diplomacy and tolerance would be stretching credibility a little too far.

Mac had very strong beliefs in his own beliefs and sometimes was very reluctant to
have others try to change those ideas. This sometimes made for heated meetings and
some of those meetings were indeed very heated and I well recall twe old stagers

who shall remain nameless inviting each other outside so that they could setitle
matters once and for all. However peace was declared before that encounter wasz
gtarted and better judgement prevailed . Both those veterans then would have been
neaply eighty at that time.

Mac was always a trier and he often said to me that he could be very successful in
the running of the business of the RSA and Bowling Club affairs but was not so for-
tanate with his own business ventures and no lucky breaks seemed to come his way.

¥ac built the Sunglow Cabins near the RSA and where Michael Collins now lives.

ILaiter they sold the cabins and purchased the Shaw Rd store where Pat Bourke now

has. Foth these venture were not wonderful tusiness successes and finally Mac and
#thek built the present house in Dillon St. _
I have always regretted the Mac McCormack was not rewarded by the RSA for his servie=
es to the club and his tremendous contribution to the formation of the Waihi Beach
284 and the running of it for all those years from 1945 to 1972.

1t would have been fitting for Mac to have been rewarded with all that the RSA had
to offer including the Life Membership Badge. Merit Award and Gold Star.

Jonstruction of the New hall 1956 - 57.

e question of the rebuilding of a new hall to replace the old burnt out structure
iid not meet with the approval of all the RSA members at that time.

A ~onsiderable number of the fellows were rather in favour of Jjust a small Club
ioom and not a hall as such,

{ther men considered that a larger hall was necessary and that much revenue could

be zained with the catering for dances that were all so popular at that time and
wnizh the Cabéret which was situated on the Main Rd next to where the Drift Inn ia
noWe
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There were several special meeting before a decision was made to proceed with the
erection of a new hall and it was moved that a structure of 80 Ft by 40 Ft be built
which would be the main hall area and that a side room of 40 X 20 be attached which
would serve ags the Club rooms .

A start was made late in 1956 on the construction of the new hall and at this time
30 years later it is difficult to remember just who all did assist with its building,
Certainly most of the work was done by unpaid labour and Ray Williams had a lot to
do with the drawing up of the plans and the building.

Les Morgan. lLes was there at the onset and I well remember Les and hid Dumpey Level
Les was making sure that the floor was to be perfectly level and had to be suitable -
for indoor bowling.

The foundations of the hall were put down with great care and a real jungle of
concrete was set in place down to solid ground below the peat.

Many tons of reinforcing were used in the formation and all concrete was done by
hand with two motor driven concrete mixers., Many hours of sweat was pui in by the
various volunteers who provided the few skilled builders with the concrete where they
required it. ,

I shall write some of the men who worked on the hall as I remember but I am afraid
that there will be many who I shall not recall.

Sid wWhaley and his assistant Reg Alcock did all the pluming work and nailed all the
roofing on, The only paid builder was George Blake and this man did a great
job in organizing the many inexperienced labourers to the best advantage.

Many fellows worked on the hall some for very lengthy periods and some perhaps for
only the odd day. '
Some names that I can recall are.

Andrew Lowryy. Bob Lowry, Clarrie Black. Syd Whaley. Jack Toms. Les Morgan.
Steve Croves. John Fowler. Mick Fowler. Pergy Cubitt. George MciAllister.

Arthur McCormack. Stan Stevens. Bert Pipe.' Oliver Pipe. Ted Dye. Newman Whaley.
Mick szgnt. Norm Cameron, Joe inderson. Des Spiers. Gerald Sexton. Bte Ete.

Most of the timber was purchased direct—fiam the mills at Putaruru.
Most of the timber was heart rimu and the special run of flooring was heart matai.,

I+ muet be realised that there were many difficulties to be overcome at that time
there was no water scheeme or sewerage at that time and these were the days of the
night soil collection and reliance on tanks for water supply.

I remember there was a great debade on the feasibility of an inside mens toilet.
indrew Lowry a man of distinct personal opinions though{that an inside toilet was
a possibility and in spite of overwhelming opposition from all he went ahead at
his oen expense and built an inside gents toilet complete with a dry concrete
urinal anfl a one seater can toilet.

ot to be outdone Clarrie Black and supporters constructed an outside men's toilet
complete with a concrete urinal and two can toilets at the left rear of the hall.
The Ladie's toilet was placed at the right of the stage and consisted of two can
type toilets and a small wash basin.

Came the dance period and it soon became evident that the inside mens was too over
rowering and this had to be sealed off and for many years until the event of water
anAd sewerage reticulation the outside gents served the wants of nature.

Might mention the old night soil collection at this period of history and just

how everybody had to suffer this foul method of sanitation,

Mo trouble with the mens. But .. Gor.., The Ladies 7?77 Imaginethe great New Years
nizht when over 1600 patrons paid to enter for that great night.

Tt was some powydevils task to see that for the evening several spare cans were

at the ready when required. The night soil collectors called every evening usually
sround 11 pm or midnight.

e tactful man on duty had to pick the right moment usually when a dance was in
progress and then as discretely as possible open up the flaps from the outside of
the hall and 1ift the sloppy foul can out on to the ground and place the 1id on it,
Ten in went the clean can and the flaps shut once again,

Sowebimes a female squeal signified the timing was a bit astray but of course the
operator was not to know who the offended lady was anyway. 77
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As history shows the new hall was officially opened on the 25th.May 1957

There were a large gathering of citizens and visitors for the occasion and the stoolas
which had been built sufficient to encircle the inside of the dance floor ame were
insuffient to seat the assembly. No ? There were no stacker chairs in evident then
and indeed the furnishings was very very basic.

The hugh effort of stringing coloured paper streamerg across the rafters were not
able to entirely shut out the sight of the black building paper under the iron roof-
ing. It was to be many years before a respectable ceiling was to be placed in posite
10nN.

However sparé& furnishing did not dampen the spirits of the hardy RSA personal at all
and the thoughts of all at that time was how the club could make some money to repay
the small mortgage from the bank.

As time came to think of running dances over the busy Christmas period the question
arose as to the availability of a suitable dance band.

At that time the Cabaret on the Main Rd was in full swing and they had enjoyed the
patronage of the holiday dancers for decadeas. They had a great band under the mane
ageship of Harry Miller the great promoter and several star performers , We were under
no allusions that for us to open in opposition we had a great task ahead of us,

It was then the Geoge McAllister mentioned Bill Seveci and his Samonian Band and

we approached Bill Jeffs (Seveci) and came 1o an arrangement with him to take over
the entertainment with the aid of the RSA personal as doormen and ticket sellers Ete.
The basis of the deal was a 50 ~ 50 deal .

The bahd arrived the Saturday before Christmas and accommodation had to be provided
for them for the duration of their stay until the last week in January.

THE CHEAT DANCING ERA .

Came the first night and if there had not been for the Bands followers and the RSA
personal there would have been an empty hall.,

The Cabaret in the meentime was enjoying the usual flow of happy dancers and their
music from the loud speaking system was not at all music to be enjoyed by our ears.
However like true artists Bill and his band played on throughout the evenings and
indeed for several more evenings. T

We tried everything to try and promote the RSA Hall. Loud speakers around the Beach
during the day. Then Ladies free if escorted by a partener. '

We all parked our cars around the hall area to give the impression of a great atten~
dance. Bu% not much better patronage although we were now getting more every night
and the few who were attending were overjoyed at the music and entertainment and then
came the day when Bill Seveci and his boys made a hige promotion drive around the
visitors and the word went out go everybody within ear shot of the challenge they
were offering to all and sundry for a non stop Three Step Pollinaise to be held that
evening., The challenge was made to everybody that the Band would outlast the dancers
for the evening and the contest started at 7=-30 and finished at midnight.

4; hours of non stop dancing had been set by the dancers at the old Pitt St Cabaret
in Auckland previously and Bill was challenging any dancer to complete the evening,
The scheme worked and soon by word of mouth the message was received up at the
Cabaret and as the evening progresses so did the dancers.

Trat band was simply terrific as it played on without a stop. Certainly individual
players would have a pause but the music went on and on and on. :
In spite of all windows and doors wide open the heat generated by those dancing |
todies became overwhelming. '
I was the doorkeeper on the main door and it became more and more obvious that it

was impossible for the dancers to survive and soon exhausted bodies were retreating
outside for fresh alr and never were more soft gdrinks more in demand. I think from
memory every bottle of drink was sold and we had to send around the shops for more.
Jim Sproule was the man who owned the Cabaret at that time and I well recall his
calling at our door shortly after our opening to check up on how we were faring.

Jim said to me. You Know John it is real peaceful around here no rush and bustle.
like at the Cabaret 77

Jim calldthe hectic night once again, but this time he did not have his sarcastic
remarks about the peace and quietness. His hall had completely emptied his band

had sone home and in fact some of his band was dancing to the Island music of Bill

Seveci.
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The great battle for the dances had be won and the RSA was the victors and would
remain s¢ for many years. In fact the Cabaret never again really did recover and
although in latter years did receive some patronage after the Cabaret was taken

over by Pat McLeay. Pat never rpally did very well in his venture and finally the
0ld Cabaret was finally destroyed by fire. That fire was also one hell of a blaze,
Must give some details regarding those dancing days. It was really quite a task for
us RSA personal running those dances and it said a lot for the chaps who night after
night spent some 5 hours on the doors or ticket box or on patrol.

As would be expected with public dances at times there would be some young blade who
would try to show how tough he was. But this was only very seldom and over the years
the RSA had a very good record for good behaviour and Mums soon learned they could
leave there daughters with complete safety.

Many the Mum I assured in this respect and the girls only had to approach one of the
fellows on duty and be reaswured .

The dances were held every night with the Sunday dance commencing at midnight and
terminating at 4-30 am.

After six weeks of dancing one was not sorry when the season was over and life came
back to normal.

Not one penny was received for us RSA blokes over those years and it was io be for
the next 4 or § years that we continued with these conditions.

THE BAND.

Must introduce you to the members of Bill Seveci's Island String Band.

Bill Jeffs. Leader and played the flat steel guitar. Bill was and still is a master
of this instrument and we were honoured to have Bill return to our midst on the
occasion of my receiving the Gold Star some four years ago.

Malu. A giant full blooded islander . But what a gentle giant,soft spoken and a
perpetual smile. Only one night did Malu exercise his hugh strength when two young
blades started a fight in the middle of the hall. Malu just laid his large base down
walked slowely across the hall grabbed a youth in each hand and 1lifted both of the
floor witli easy and just carried the two miscreants to the door and the custody of
the doorkeepers.

Hugo. 4 Blonde German Samoan . Played piano but could also relieve any other member
of the band with his instrument .

John drummer . The only true kiwi in the group.

Mere were also two other guitarists who I cannot recall their names and also there
were several vocalists, Val . Vince. BRonnie Sundin. Allison Durbin and many othera.

Those first years were very profitable to the RSA and we were soon to be free of

debt and a healthy bank balance until 77?77

I think the year was 1962 and I had just commenced as a Real Estate Agent.

I was talking to old Staff Clark this day and he mentioned that I would sell his

Leo St property for £3850.

Now why this property was so interesting to me was that it was the property right
hehind the RSA hall and it would have given us the extra«room to extend the hall

and more important it already had a septic tank constructed and it would have enabled
ug to have done away with the old night soil cans and installed flush toilets.

when I mentioned to old Staff that it was the RSA that could be interrested he reduced
the price to £650.and would have given us good terms for repayment,

The executive were all very keen to proceed with the plan and a rough plan was for-
milated to improve the drainage and the 40 foot extension,

with the enlarged hall we could have catered for much larger dances and Balls and we
would nave had the largest floor space in the district. '

A special meeting was called for and on that night I was astonished on entering the
cluh rooms to find the room filled with mostly older man some of who I had never met
and many of whom I have ever met since,

That meeting had been well canvassed for by some of the older members who considered
that WP had no right in choosing to expand the premises. The voting at meetings

were different in those days and nominations for the executive were taken from the
floor. A complete new executive was voted in under the chairmanship of Jack Scobie
and secretary Ceorge McAlister.

411 the hard working members who nad done the hard work and put the RSA on such a
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sound footing were out and the old chaps were going to show us young chaps how to run
a RSA club.

Looking back now I am still wondering who those old blokes were at that meeting that
night I have certainly never seen them since.

I remember Jack Scobie moving to have a motion that the RSA could not spend more

than £25.without the approval of a special club meeting.

Clarrie Black a life long friend of mine gince my childhood was perhaps the principal
rerson behind that uprising and he was to be the Club President two years later.
However the new broom did not sweep too clean for very long and from then onwards
started to go down hill.

Bill Seveci could not work with the new committee and only lasted one season.

It was at that time that when the dances had peetered out the committee decided to
lease the hall to Mr.John Carter from TeAroha and John renamed the hall the Surf-
Ridex. The dances about this time were almost finished as the fashiona were by then
changed and the revenue coming in was practically nil.

Unfortunately the club at that time was experiencing a real depression and many meeting

ings had to be cancelled for want of a quorum,

I recall one very dense meeting in which Ray Williams and myself were especilally asked
to attend as things had got to such a pitch that nobody could agree with nobody.

I well recall the evenings events and the atmosphere when Ray and I entered the room
could have been cut with a knife, However after Ray and I had both had a say and
asked for reasonable thinking the peace was declared and it wags at that meeting that
the two old warhorses had invited each other to go outside to let honour be decided.
However the disharmony amongsttthe members in the past was uncommon and indeed would
have been no worse that any other RSA.

It was in 1970 that I was persuaded to become President, This was 12 years after I
was to have had this position in 1958.._

At that time I was the Vice President and wag to have be honoured that evening by
becoming President. However the events of that evenings meeting altered my intentions
when Newman Whaley mostly through ill health anounced his resignation as Secretary
after 13 »=2ars continuous service in that-position.

The announcement from Newman was a real bombshell at that time and I remember we had
gsome difficulty at the meeting obtaining somebody to accept nomination for the pos-
ition of Secretary. Finally Percy Cubitt was nominated to fill the breach and proved
to be a very good secretary over ihe next iwo years.

It was at this time that I proposed that Newman Whaley in recognition of his tremen-
dous contribution to the Waihi Beach RSA be nominated as Club Preident and that as

I was to have been the incoming president I would be pleased to stand down and have
Newman Whaley as our new President. This motion was passed with general accord and
Newman proudly took over the chair in his new role as president.

Those years onward and after the dancing era was over were struggling years for our
RSA and when you consider that in all those years although we had a hall and club
voom there was not much incentive to entice members along for entertainment,

411 the various committees did their best to make the club function and the hall was
fulfilling the function as a town hall and no organisation was ever refused permi ti=—
ion to hold a function . Indoor howls, snooker on the one table,S500 cards,occasional
dances,concerts,and of course there was always the Womena Section, Where would we have
been with out our good ladies alwaysready to assist at every function and who did the
lions share of the cleaning., Certainly ; it was our good ladies.

Perhaps now at this time as we enjoy the comforts of our present Club Rooms and look
at the imposing bar facilities,nice carpets,two full size billiard tables,two pool
tables, the whole improved furnishings, the new toilet facilities and of course the
final new Hestaurant .

It in now a pleasure to enter the Waihi Beach Club Rooms and many of our members

an¢ citizens fully enjoy these luxuries and I trust will confinue to do so for many
Tears.

MNow piease consider what the hall was like pre licenced club days.

Pirstly. The Club room was a separate room entirely from the hall and only one small

Apor entered into the hall .
e club room in those days was really considered only for the use of genuine RSA

members and almost exclusively for the use of the returned men only.
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I well recall the first time that someone moved that soft drinks be sold at dances
from the club room insiead of from the kitchen.

Indeed there was quite a lot of opposition from the old members,eapecially the first
war men, It was then that the first door was put in place and it was many years later
when the secong door next to the supper room was added.

Then the question of licquor. For all those years the only bar as such was a small
lock up counter of perhaps § ft X 18 ins, Inside you would be lucky to find 2 doz
beer and a bottle of whisky and rum for Anzac Day.

Mot much incentive for a married man to venture out at night for enjoyment,

There was no wonder that the hall became a hugh monster over the heads of the RSA
fellows and the few loyal members who were doing theit best to keeR things moving
became down hearted and less and less use was being made of the dismal looking hall.
This was the picture facing John Powler in 1970 when he found himself now in the

hot weat as President and with dear old Mac McCormack as my running mate as secretary.
The committee discussed the proposition raised by Mac that perhaps we could sell the
hall to the community through the Ohinemurd County Council as a town hall and then
perhaps the club could find a suitable house that we could turn inte a small club
roocm.

On the nexi page of this epistle I have inserted a letter that was sent to the councile
In hindsight now it seems incredible now that such an offer should have been made to
the council and ever more incredible that the council should turn down our offer.
However that was 1970 and the RSA was in desperate plight with a fast depreciating
hall which was in need of painting and general repairs.

I regret that I have not a copy of the reply from council declining our offer of

them taking over the hall but have printed a copy of a press report at that time,
When the offer was made public at that time the letters in the press were hot over
the audacity of the RSA expecting the rate payers to take over their ugly old hall
and of course most of those lettera were under the signatureof a nondeplume.

Then came the day in the course of my position as a Land agent it came to my notice
that the property once built by Fred Hawkins at No 67 Shaw Rd was placed on the
market fow sale. Price $8000, I think from memory we were to pay $2000 deposit

and the balance over five years at 6%, These terms were only offered to the RSA

as the then owner of the property was a returned man, : ‘

The position was then that the RSA could not take over a residential house and use
it for a club room without the consent from council and then the change of venue

had to be advertised in the press and any oppbsition to the proposal had to be heard.

At the time we were not worried over the prospects of us being able to overcome the
requirements for us to operate our new clubrooms. We had already had assurances from
council members that they were in favour of us geing ahead with the scheme and all

we had to worry about was the advertising of the project in the newspapers and if any
objections were received we would be surptrised.

Well indeed we were ito be surprised and the following pages of the this report will
zive the reader some idea of the heated opposition we really did have thrown at us

I onologise for the rather untidy look of these old press report but after all when
one has kept these in his drawer for some 16 years they have come out of the photow
copler with reasonable clarity. I also had to do a rather masterly job of work with
Scissors and celotape to get the full press cuttings in to photo-copy size,

We were foriunate in having on our side Mr Laurie Boughton our Honarary Seliecitor
who was a tower of strength to us and at the final hearing in the Council Chambers
on the 22nd.March 1961 some of the would be objectors were to be handed out some
stinging home truths and reminded of just how much of a debt the citizens of this
community owed to the returned men and women and of their selfish stand in trying to
block us from securing our own clubrooms.

I was W greeted with many downturned eyes as the objectors made their way into the
council rooms that evening and many months later after the RSA were firmly estabe
lished in No 67 Shaw Rd some of these objectors came to be and said that they were
sorry that they had objected at the time. In deed some of the objectors made use of
the clubrooms and some attended the weekly evening 500 cards .

A1l this past history of our rather brief venture into the new Clubrooms and the
subsequent dealing in real estate happened in my term as Club Pregident and of course
it was through my business in this field that the oppertunity came about for the
chance to procure the property at such a bargain price and such favourable terms.
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TAKING OVER OF R.S.A. HALL BY OHINEMURI COUNTY OR CITIZENS OF WAIHI BEACH,

/970

Price $15000,

Rateﬁ. $95 - 00
G. Rent $85 - 00

At_Nil. Deposit and 15 years Table Mortgage., at 7%,

Yearly repayments of $1623 - 24,

Total interest over 15 years, $9348

Hall c¢ould be managed by Waihi Beach Progressive Assn or by a Hall
Committee,

Past performance of revenue from the Hall would more than cover outgoings,

L]
-

Orgahisations who would use the hall,
Indoo;jBowling. Table Tennis, Ghristmas Dances, Other Dances,
Weddings, Various entertainments. Kiddies Fancy Dress Parties,

Public Meetings, Surf Club Functions. Wet nights at Concerts,.,to be able
to transfer a high priced intertainment group on a wet night is g very.
important point, : T

4 township the size of Waihi Beaoh must have a Hall to function,

The existing R,S.A Clubroom would be very functional as a meeting room

for County Town Meetings, ' ‘

Price being asked by the Waihi Beach ReS.A is certainly not over pri&ed
and the ratepayers of Waihi Beach will be receiving very good value for
their money, ' :

—_——— e




SLLISUEL COURTY. CopNCTL B

IN T HAYTER  of the Town and Country
Planning Act, 1953 ang its amendmentg

AND
In TEE}}?A‘IQ:‘_;I@_ of an application by the

“aihi Beach Dranch of {he Teturned Seym T
Vvicemen's Association wnéer Section 28C L
of the said Act, B L

ATRLICATION - o

. Application for & Conditional Use of the land referyec o hereundey
being permission to convert gn existing dwelling into a clubroong,

The land to which the 8pplication refers ig zoned “Regidentigl" in the
Council's @rart district scheme which hag been advertigeg for publie notifica=
tion and objeotion and is situated op She seaward side of Shaw Road at No, 67
and is described ag Iof 101 B,P.8, 1263 Vaihi Ho, 5 Block, '

ERATING

A Bearing of objections wag heyg In the Council Chambers, Belmons Foag,
Faeroa on -onday 15tk Harch, 1971 cormencing et 7,/5 .o,

Counsel for the objectors wers ‘lessrs, D.T, ticLeod op Pamilion ang Pod,
Edwards of Auckland, ‘

o, Iloughi_;on appeared for the adpticant associaiior,

liiinesses called for the apvlicant: were Yessvs, T,J » Yovler anc VB, SRy
Williang, Y

The County lfngineer, Yr, 8,7, I}idsbury, gave evidence in g rrivate cap~
aciiy,

“itnesses for the objectorg were (s, I, Yoretg ené I, #,7, Lyer for
the Istate of Earl Noretz ang I'essrg, J. 4, Cullen, .J, 'l"horn, 2.5, I-ongden,
and I,D, fackay who appeared for J <7, Cullen ana 24 others, :

OBJl}J;pTIOI‘[
The stated grounds of the objection Were as followg:-

(a) That the gite for the propoged conditiona) uge determined by refe

() hat the Provosed use woulgd Bubgtantially a1igu the wholly i:esi-

dential nature of the ayeq waich Compriseg holicay cotiages and
Jermanent hopeg, - - o

(d) Yhat the noise traffie angd traffic disturbance Dariicularly at
night attendant on cluy funciiong Would be detrigental io the prg-
sent residential'pnvironmgnﬁ: of the areg, ‘

. - - N ) H . . ll N .
(e) That the increase in traffic and mewoco .

S omiman S



_ ) {o ’ I
(£} hat other and more sultable sites are available to the Anplicant,

. (g) That it is coniraery to the principles of good %own nlanning for
guch a use to be permitted upon this site,

(h) hat the proposcal woull downgrade ihe uwarket vulue of properties
nearby, ' . . : .

DECISION

"That the applicetion under Section 28C of the Town and Country Plann-
ing Act, 1953 by the Vaihi Beech Letuyned Servicemen's Associction in regsrect
of Lot 101 3,T,8, 1263 of Vaihi Fo, 5 Block being No, €7 Shaw ~oad, Vaihi Deach
for tne eatablishment of a clubrooms be grented subject to the following condiw
tions:~

(&) That the front fence of the property be remcved and a varking area
be developed on that rortion of the nronexiv beiween the first '
buildings and the road efge; such ravking area to he not less than
4 inches of compacted all~in metal end sealed,

(b) That the Association at its own cost erect and paint a suitable :
fence of not leas than 4 feet 6 inches in height along the bounds -
ary beiwesn No, 67 Shew Road end No, 65 Shaw licad, '

(¢) That ro slditions be permitted t:at will enlerge She building
in any way and that the Association be required to comply with any
‘lealth Lepartument requirements regarding the installation of mini-
mum toilet facilitieg, -

(d) "That the Association at no time anply for a Club Charier or Eo=
viglongl liquor license in respect of this rremises,

(e) “hat the prezises remain ozen not later thesn i:idnigh! on any one o
day, L ; ' . et

AL FUITEER that the objections be dismissed,"

Dated at Paeroa this 22nd day of Maxrch, 1971

. g B -

YUY CHATRMAF,
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We were to have these new rooms for over two years and during those two years they
were extensively used by all members and many visitors.

The clubrooms were the real love of our dear old secretary Arthur McCormack who was
the main contender for the idea of securing a small meeting place and the disposal of
the big hall to the community through the council,

Perhaps readers may now ask was that venture really justified and were we really
crazy in venturing into such a proposal. In hindsight I can assure all readers that
that venture was indeed a very good idea and the club was to have many of the members
patronise the new rooms who had never been in the old clubrooms for years.

It was a delight to just spend the odd hour in those delightful surroundings and all
facilities for making tea and even a meal was always available as was always ligquid
refreshments withe the honours system in operation and it says a lot that only on

few gccasions did someone breach this system.

We had no objections from the near residents over rowdy behaviour as they had antici=-
bated and indeed I really believe many were sorry when just over two years after the
burchase of the place we sold it,

The main reason why we had to dispose of it was because we were unsuccessful in our
indeavours to have council take the hall over as a public hall even after we made them
the offer at the reducedprice of $10,000.

In those two years the value of real estate was rapidly increasing and when the
decision was made to dispose of the place and I suggested a figure of $18000 most of
the fellows thought that I was over optimistic but in fact we had several buyers
interested at that figur¢and we were delighted that when we found a suitable purch-
aser it was to be a returned service man and we were not to know then of how lucky
we were to secure a lovely new couple in the form of MR and Mrs Foreman.

This is of course old history now and there is no need for me to write of just how
much Mick Foreman has contributed to the the.well being of our club and his many
years on the executive and his 5 years as president and now his final honour as our
Pairon. It is only too sad that he was to have lost his lovely wife Keitha some
years after arriving at Waihi Beach. Mick*continues to reside at NO 67 Shaw Rd and
I think he shall continue to do so for many years to come. -

Just in case there are some doubts over John Fowler's part in the dealing over the
buying and selling of the property I can assure all readers that not one penny was
aver received by me in the way of commissions and indeed the further sale of asub-
sequent property that was to be hequeathed to the HSA by a fellow RSA member.

Here is another story in this rather drawn out epistle but as it has effected the elub
go much I must relate the story of David Neavs.

David Neave arrived at Waihi Beach around 1968 and purchaser a cottage on Marine Ave
the cottage is still there and is next to the Plunket rooms.

David did not enjoy good health and had for many years suffered as a chronis Asthamatic
I got toknokDavid very well as did Arthur McCormack and we both spent many spare
moments with David. David suffered terribly from insomnia and would pass the nights
long sleepless hours away doing crossword puzzles,

Une day he confided to me that he did not have a living relative in New Zealand and
it was worrying him that he had not made his will out for many years.

His wife had deserted him many years ago and his mother had just passed away in
kngland, He remarked to me that he would be interested to leave the proceeds of his
estate thehouse and contenta and his older 1959 Nash Continental car.

I introduced David te Keith Grant the solicitor and Keith drew up a will for David
and naming the Waihi Beach RSA as the sole beneficiary.

David Neave passed away peacefully April 1972 and as stated the whole of the proceeds
of ihe estate was passed on to the RSA. 1 have managed to find a copy of the list

of chattles and it is interesting to note thelow values of the various articles at
that time. The old Nash car was purchased by Norm Phelps and he had the old car for
many years , it was a two seater coupe painted red and ticked over like a clock.

The house was sold for §8000., and to this day the proceeds of the genercus gift from
David Neave continue to provide the main revenue for our Welfare Funds.

Most of the furniture was installed into the Shaw Rd clubrooms and were a real godsend
to ug at the time. Especially the televiaion set and radio. A1l the other furniture

and kitchen fiiments were also put to good use and what articles not required were
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: . Form 2

INLAND REVENUE DEPARTMENT S
a ESTATE DUTY -
FURNITURE, EFFECTS, JEWELLTRY, PRIVATE MOTORCARS

Estate of ."...PWID RICHARD NEAVE, , daceased. Date of death .16 7 5 A9 72

SEE NOTES FOR GUIDANCE ON THE BACK OF THIS FORM

CERTIFICATE
AR.EJILN,Z Real Estate Agent

(Occupation)

T, Everett.John."culer,
(Full name)

LE I'

have inspected the articles described and certify —
(a) That the value set opposite gach article was the fair market value as at the date of death,

(b) That the total value is . 5957 = 00.

i /Cfg/fﬁ-éa,ﬂ” s e,

{Signed) ‘ (Date)
79 Main Road, Waihi Beach,
""" (Address)
Description of Asset - Value at Dute of Death - ;
1 Nash Continental Motor Car, 1959. ) ' : 4co 00 R
T KEIVINator ReiTIReFators . | - 70 [
) 1T H MV Pelevision - : ?5 00
1 Phillius Zzdie . L o .IIO 00 :
1 Phillips Radio, N ' ' 15 0 |
1 wall clock : 10 00
1 Jall clock A 6 © 00
1 < Bed with mattress, ‘ 12 Q0
1 Wardrobe, o 6 00
1 Chest of drawers, ' . ' 6 00
1 China cabinet, ' . 8 00
1 Dinnerwaggon. ‘ ' 5 oo -
1 Writing cabinet, S 10 00 -
1 Kitchen table and 4 chairs, 20 00 -
1 El jug. $4. 1 El.Frypan. $4., 1 El, blanket, $8. 16 00 -
1 Travelling rug, $8, Sundry blankets $10, Sundry Linen $8| 26 00
Sundry crockery, $3. ‘Sundry cutlery,$4, Sundry pots $12, .19 1 oo
Sundry Clothing,shoes,personal effacts : - Cho 0Q -
2 Mator mowers, : \ S 30 00
Sundry toole,screws,bolts eto, - A : . 8 00
darden tools, , - ‘ 10 | 00
1 Set of bunks and mattresses, C o ' 15 00 -
1 Stretcher 'bed and mattress I _— 8 | o0
1 Ultimate rangette L 10 0
1 Washing machine, - ' b5 | 00
1 El, Toaster. $5, 1 E1, Iron, $5, ' ' 10 00
2 Pireside chairs, $25, 2 Fireside chairs, $6, ' 31 o0
1 Round table.$2. 1 Standard Lamp,$3. 2 Mirrora.fsli'. 9 00 - T
1 Hoover Vac.Cleaner, $15, - | 15 co -~
1 Display cabinet, $4, Curtains, $10, 2 Carpet squars$8, 22 00
) »tal value of furniture Ete, S $567 Do it
o .vor car, - : o
} 400 CQ
Total $96? 0Q

antinua I nanossure e - La.
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gold mostly to RSA personal and by way of interest the wrist watech that David

wore at the time I made an offer to the Trustee,Keith Grand of $25. After months of
Keith trying to obtain a higher price offer for the watch he finally rather ungrat- -
iously let me buy the watch.

I still wear that old watch and now it is well pitted and a lot of the gold imitat-
ion gilt has disappeared but for sentimental reasons I keep we}ing the old watch

it keeps reasonable time and never requires winding.

The club still has some of David's chattels but most of them have been disposed of
now with the passing of the years and the continueing upgrading of the clubrooms.
Long may David Neave be remembered and if readers are interested his medals are
permanently on display in the display cabinet.

With the sale of the Shaw Rd to Mick Foreman for the good price of $18000 the RSA
club was now for the first time in a very sound position and the committee was in
a position to effect some well needed repairs to the 0ld clubrooms and hall.

4 name I must mention at this atage of my writing is that of Stanley Hardwicke.
Stan was club secretary from 1973 - 76.

Stan and Margaret arrived at Waihi Beach around 1970 and purchased a section on
Jqueen St. Next to the School., With the aid of a relative they built their own
house and Stan and Margaret completely did all the interior of the house by their
own efforts.

On returning to our old very untidy clubrooms it was mainly Stan Hardwicke who did
most of the refurbishing of the place ., He put in place the leatherboard which is
gtill in use today and then proceeded to replace the o0ld painted walls with wall-
paper. Te firsi attempts at a bar was also started and for the first time we were
to have the luxury of a nice carpet in the club room,

A ten foot billiar) tabdewas purchased as was a pool table and then a second pool
table , Also the servery into the kitchen was introduced and finally a much larger
entrance to the main hall which was later widened to how it is today,

Tragically poor old Stan was to suffer a brain tumor and was a very sick man for
about two years before he passed away. Yes.; We owe a lot to the late Stanley
Hardwicke.

With the new improved standard in the clubrooms and the fellows now being able to
enjoy a quiet beer 7?7 Quiet it had to be because of course we had no lisence did
we and gdiscretion had to be exercised.

Jown ¥owler had had enough as president by 1974 and those 4 years had been indeéd
very busy times and I was relieved when Cliff Burns took over the chair for the
next two years.

Harold Dowrick was the next president 1976 - 77 and Harold proved to be a good
chairman and his past aservices with the Tokaanui RSA in which time that club had
been granted its Club Charter Lisence.

It was at this time that we all began thinking about the possibilities of & RSA
Licenced Club.

Mick Foreman was the next president from 1977 - 82 and it was in Mick's term of
office that many events were to come about .

Many new improvmentis were made to the clubroom and hall,with improved bhar facil-
ities and the opening into the hall being extended and more carpetting.

Then came the day when the application for a Liquor Licence.

T™e Licensing Control Commission was represented by G.B.Fea., 3.M. Chairman and
R.53., Mustin., The hearing was held in the Waihi Borough Council Chambers and the
Waihi Beach RSA was represented by M.Foreman, H.Dowrick and H.Eades.

Qur three representatives put up a good case and we were all completely dumfounder-
ed when the decision arrived back later to inform the c¢lub that the application had
been declined.

In the following copies of this epistle I have enclosed firstly the cepy of the
decision. Then the letiter that I wrote to Mick Foreman as a protest of that Decias=
ion. This letter was widely circulated and a copy sent to RSA Dominion Hq Wellington
Readers of this epistle will appreciate that I was really deeply shocked by these
events and my main annoyance over the upset was directed to the chief opponent of
the application, One Mr. E.C. Pipe the owner of the Waihi Beach Hotel who was a
returned man himaelf but was so venement towards our RSA that he would engage a
private detective to crawl his way into our clubroom to gather evidence for the
case against us,
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.t‘.U..‘JOJL h’j'
Waihi Beach.H.S.A. 0’)3 " Waihi Beach.

2nd.March. 1980
Dear Mr.roreman,

I have perussd the copy of the Licensing Control Commission's
Report in which they notified that the application for a Charter Club to gell
and dlsposs of liquor to members fox oompumption anly on the Clubs prerises at
Waihl leach had been declined, '
To merely say that I am astonished would be the underatatement of the year,

48 I read the report of the decision as it stated. The applicant club,originally

the Waihi Beach R.S.4 has beeg {n sxixtence for 35 years and after a somewhat JRUEE, 6

chequared carser was incorporsted as the Wathi Beach RSA Club Ine,

A BOMEMIAT CHiv(UMRED CARMER. I would guppose th¢lone could say that winaton
Churchill had also had a Somewhat Chequered Career as indeed for that mattier
the british kmpire, The same British tapire that we all fought for for freedom
and honest British Justice.

liow cdn 1 adequately briefly desoribe that Chequerad Career.

In the beginning when the men were returning home after four Years of fighting
for country and freedom it was decided to purchase the two only available sections
on vhich the firat hall vas constructed,most}y out of car cases and gecond hand

timber and all by voluntary labour. Then the tragic fire some eight years later ‘
with the total loss of all the olub's assets. The keen resolve of the men to have
another go and the enormous task of the reconatruction of the existing hall in
1955 Unly two men were paid wages for the job,all other work was performed
voluntary by RSA men and other generous oitizena.

1 can say with pride that the history of the past 35 ysars of the Waihi Beach
Returned men has been of a very high atandard and would be second to no other
distriet in N,Z, '

Jome of the performances of Past and present members of the HSA I would like to
meuiion. lerviee on Five Brigade, Cemnty Council, County Town Committee,Justice
of the Peace,Church Committees,and the asaistance given in the construction of
three churches. Boy scouts,Civil Defénce. Rotary, Lions clubs, and many other

: - Lo o LR
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flelds of service in our somewhat chequered career. o

How many ddida of firewood have baen cut up and delivered to the aged and widowed
over those 35 years and how many trips to hoaspitals. Walhi,Tauranga,Hamilton,
Thames and yes,Tokonui, How Auch from our welfare fund has been distributed to
membera in diatreass,

The hall has doubled as a town hall over the ysars and how lost our town would be
if it was to be suddenly removed. No reasonable request for ita use has ever been
denied to anybody o any organisation., However with the ever riasing cost of living
it ia becoming ever more diffioult to survive and with the recent gost of refurbe
ishing to oring the hall up to a standard of decor to enable an application for a
club charted to he made it 1s now becoming very diffioult finanoially to survive,

The report at least acknowledges that the hall conplies with Fire,Health,and Yolioce .
Tegulations but states that it provides only a reasonable range of indoor activitm = .7
ies and that from evidencs produced to be merely a bookoase and that there is no - N
quiet room,

If the two gentlemen who heard the Appliocation could have seem for themselves
what the hall contained they would have found that the facilities provéded were
Buch more substantial and included, 1 new 12 food billiard table, 1 new 10foot
billiard table and 2 new Pool tables. A dart heard,12 card tables.8 Formica top
tablea,some 60 padded chairs,asones 150 atacker ghairs, Indoor bowling mats and
bowla,a very good astage suitable for conoerts etc.a good Piano,a new sterie record
player, table games, large stock oaorooknry.outlory.now double stainleas gteel aink
good kitchen facilities suitable for catering for any functiona,

Weekly games of five hundred,housie and indoer bowls are arranged and our ladies
section are always active in all mamer of sgoial sotivities, ‘

Recently the whole of the club area haa been fully bedy carpeted,

It would appear that the application was upaet by the evidence of a Licensed
Private Investigator,a person snswering to the name of ReA:0.Williams who was
émployed my Mr,E.C.Pipe to 8PY on the olub and dy fair means or four securs
¢vidence detrimental to oursecuring a charter. His whole Rovements during his
viait are highly open %o investigation and should be inveatigated further.,

4s I have been Informed the position was that Williams first went into the Waihi




-, of the visitors book is inclosed) I would msy that any individudq so introduced

h
R.S.4.Clib and introduced himaelf to the duty barman who was Tonm Fetterd and that
he was an R.S.A member from iuckland and that he had left his identification card
at home and also that he vas interested in looking over R.S.4A oclubs in the area,
He had a drink and after a period procesded dewn to Waihi Beach but only before he
had arranged for a phone call to be made te the Waihi Beash club that he was coming
* This phone call was received by Noel Lind vho was the dudy officer of the day and on
hia arrival liocel checked him and a friend into the club.( a photostat of the page

would be admitted under similar circumstsnces to any service olub in New Zealand or
any other country. - ' '

Conrary to the report that any control relative to the admission of visitors appear-
ing unsatiafactory I would say quits irrefutably that this is not the case and that
+ the Waihi Beach R.5.A has a very strict enforcement rule governing the sdmission of
visitors.”

I will say that /ir.Pipe should have litile reason to complain of the club effeoting

to any great degree his livelihood, It has been reported to me from a very reliable
source that during the paat holiday seasons in no way oould his hotel facilitiea
cope with the patrona requiring service and that seating accommodation was completely
inadequatelylisposable drinking glasses wers provided at a ceat of five cents and Mra,
" Pipe was in the habii of gathering up theas plastic glasses and washing them for
further recycling until mome of the patrons and staff forced her to desist. Later
she changed her policy and instead of the surcharge of five cents for the plastio
glass she made a surcharge of five cents on the drink, Patrons were sitting on beer
crates in the beer gardenand anywhere elae they could fit in the completely inadee
quate surroundings. .

I have many timea been told of the underage.patrons fhat have little irouble in secursd
~ ing drinks at the hotel or preocuring bottled drink to take away from the bottle

' department. - b

Mr Pipe has iittile cause to employ a professional spy to belittle the R.S.A and
* would have been a much nicer person if he had joined and asalated his fellow
returned servicemen in helping with the rehabilitation of hias fellow men,

I trust that with a reheating of the Appliocation and with the services of an ex= o
. Perienced solicitor that the application shall be successful and that justice shall 4__1
Prevail. ‘ : T o
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Yours sincersly,

§.Ju Fowler. JP,
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ty full name is Everett John Fowler and I am a Real | ¥
Estate Agent living at Main Road, Walhi Scuch, I am a e
Justice of the Peaca and a Life llember of the wWaihi Beach .
ReSerne with which my associatipon goes back to its founding
36 vyeurs agee During that time I have held many offices in
the rscociatlon, including that of President. ~

Mt i
(L]

Although no wowser, I am-not a dringing man and my .
CONCern 15, Wil bhGwabevision of -attructive amenities pot
only for ex=-servicemen and.gheir wives but for all pf the
resldents of the districts - Not all R.S.A., mesbers go to
their Club for the drinking nor' does the Walhi Reach ReSehs
{or one, restpict the use of its facilitics to its meTbers,
Alftcor the servicemen, began retugning from world ‘ar IT it
was decided to take a lease from the H§ihi Borough Council [l

~of the only two adjoipipg sectiong availoble and this was P
T effected in 19464 The: first hall was then constructed, o
wostly ocut of cpr ¢ases and second-~hand timbep and utilising o
solcly voluntary labour. Unfortunately, Chat bhuilding was
destroyed by fire in 1955 and. the small group of members,
assisted by other local citizens, began the construction of
the present building, '

This building.hasdservedﬁgver since as the only public
hall in the whole walhi‘ Beach! agea. No ressonable request
for its use, for both public and Private functions, has ever T
been refused and on a great many occaslons no charge has been o
made., For many years the Association ran nightly dances ‘
during the hollday season-to provide income for the~upgeep A
and upgrading of. the.hadl -and.agsisting with the Association's. ..i -
welfare worke . - - -~ . LT . g - IS ST o

- As thelr years advanced and theip numhers dwindled the
memders faelt unable to continue these fund-raising activities
and in 1970 endeavoured to inducge the Chinémuri County
Council, which is one of the local authorities -having -
juriszdiction over waihi Beach, to purchase the hall on
exceptianally favourable terms and thus ensure its continued
availability t¢ the publig of Waihi Beach generally,. -
Unfortunately, the County elected not to accept the affer

end the responsibility of maintaining this public amenity
remaing with the Assoclation,

I believe that although the availability of liquer is -
not the sole attraction for members it is a very important
consideration and that if this facility is not available
at taihi Beach many of the members will transfer theirp o
allegiance to wWailhi and the Beach Association will cease to - .
exist. Indeed, many of our m@gmbers have shown since the
first application..failed that distance is not necessarily

a deterrent and they will take their cars into waihi for
their socialising 1f they capnet be accommodated at the
Beach, : ST e S e T

Thus I fear that the fallure of the walhi Beach R.S.A, .
to obtain a Charter will inevitably result in the closing
of the hall, to the detriment of those who use it for indoor™
bowls, cards, wedding rece: ptions, 21st birthday celebrations, -
private dances and public meetings. Here again I emphasige .
the non~drinking aspect of the use of the premises and by way -
of example I quote my experience of card evenings I have o




RaVe ucver seen so-much as one.glszy of beer. Lven at 4
ReS. . Meetings/ themselves when our membars werc more
numercus ang much younger than they are now drinking
‘liquer ‘'was pot .2 strong feature, For example, in 1969
‘the spdociationds apnual bill for refreshmants of all
kinds was oply $40,79}

v P .' .
.- Much was made'dfplhe flrst hearing of the possible
‘effect ypon thd.vigbility of the Wailhi Beach liotel of the
granting of (kha.Chawter but In my view this concern was
misdirecteds The fwd aestablishments cater for entirely
different types gf patrons, The Hotel is run along tavern
lines with the baregt of amenities, it Hucy times patrons
hove ‘been served thefr beer in plastic glasscs for which
they . ere charged 5/cents and have had to sit on beer
crotes when all availgble chairs have been occupied, ©On
most Saturday nightg throughout the year .nd on week
nights as well «dupipg the holiday scason very loud music
is played. It is clegatr” from the type of nusic nrovided
and the numpers. of teenagers one sees entering and leaving
the premises that-the Hotel caters for the younger age
group, - ‘ 3 :

£

. The Clubgori"te other hand, is intended to cater
for theolder Persofewhe enjoys his comfort and the
compenionship and-amenities whiéh he cannot reasonably
expect from a hotely” It is for this reason that the
premises are fully carpeted and a planc, a television
set, a stereo with a supply of music more to the taste
of my age group, a dart board, 12 card tables, indoor
bowling mats, 2 billiard-tablgs, .2 pool tables, some

60 padded chairs and 150 stacker chairs have been provided,

=+  There is a place on the Beach for both types of
establishment and it certalnly does not follow that one
draws its patrons at the expense of the other, The.
desires of the two groups are different - one goas to a
hotel to drink but one goes to a club for fellowship

and relaxation in comfortable surroudings. If those
seeking the latter are denied it at Waihi Scach they are
more likely to seek it at another club elsewhere than at
the hotel,
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While all those proceedings were taking place John Fowler was doing what he was
supposed to be doing fulfilling his task as Patron of the club and enjoying his
new office in that position with contentment and happy to be free of all club
worries and grateful t hat the committee were going along so nicely.

Cur solicitor George Gay was as astonished as we were because after all of all the
vast number of RSA clubs throughout NZ we were the first club to be turned down.
From here on the Patron ceased to be a figurehead and he became very much more
involved in the oncoming second application for a licence,

I have always been proud to have been a returned soldier and to now find that I
was a member of the only RSA club in New Zealand was a real affront to all what

I believed in.

I have always considered that Waihi Beach citizens have been second to none any-
where in this country and anywhere else for that matter and I considered that the
efforts of our returned men in this community was second to none.

I was pleased to be able to assist George Gay our solicitor prepare an affidavit
(25 = 26) and so start the ball rolling towards our recovering our self respect
and also our Liquor Licence.

The rehearing for our second application was to be held in Hamilton and this
necessitated two trips over to the courthouse before the hearing proper was held
George Gay had appointed Mr A.L. Hassall a well known Hamilton Barrister to pre=
sent our case and George Gay had prepared the brief for Mr Hassall and was to be
presenf at the hearing to assist with the evidence.

Unfortunately all does not always work out as is planned and our delegation of
some 20 Waihi Beach members had a few anxious hours as we awaited firstly for Mr
Gayssecondly for Mr,Hassall and thirdly for our club president Mick Foreman.

We were very relieved when a flustered Mr Hassall arrived and introduced himself
to us , On learning the Mr,GCay had not shown up he was to say the least not amused
neither were we, Then a hurried consultation with. Harold Dowrick,John Fowler,

and Harry Bades. I being the moat longer serving member and probably on account

on my having lengthier knowledge of past evenis and I suppobe being a long ser=-
ving Justice of the Peace was selected by Mr Hassall as his assistant and I sat
with him on the front bench. ’

I was in fact the first witness to give evidence and to a large degree the evidence
wag being taken from my pre prepared affidavit.

Mr Ted Pipe was the scle objector against our application and he was indeed a
lonely fipure as he stood unassisted except for his young council who was not
very outspoken.

I really was all fired up that afternoon against Mr Pipe and I did not spare him
in any way as I drew the attention of the presiding Chairman of the Licensing
Control Commission to the many deficiencies of the Waihi Beach Hotel and its
managemert.

I will serve no purpose in raking up any unpleasent evidence at the hearing but
when it was over the Waihi Beach RSA had its Liquor Licence and honour was sat-
isfied and once again I could become the peaceful Patron once again and let the
new inthuisastic younger club members get on with the job of btuilding a really
good clean and spacioss clubrooms and as you all see them today everyone muat
agree that they certainly have done a most magnificent job of this and today we
have clubrooms that we are proud off,

I could relate a considerable story over the splendid work done by our present
office bearers however I shall refrain from this story as th4§ may 1 their
egos and rest on their laurels ,however it certainly was a fortunat alor Waihi
Beach and especially the RSA when Len decided to retire to This community.

Did I say retire ?%? This guy has more energy than 10 ordinary blokes and the
talents of the same number.

fur club owes a vast debt to this extracrdinary man and since his arrival and his
taking over the administration in so many ways the o0ld clubroom with its so many
ugly spots have grgdually disappeared and we have just so many more facilities
that we are all proud off.

Long may you remain Len Nicholson and enjoy the fruits of your labours and I
trust the before long Len can be rewarded by some suitable honour in recognition
9f higlgtir1;qg efforts.

- - e . " . ~a oy -
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In writing this rather lengthy narrative I have tried to keep to the affairs of
the RSA and as how I remembered them.

There is just so much to be told of past events in the setiling of Waihi Beach
To relate the many diverse activities of past citizens would take many further.
pages and therefore I am resisting the temtation to get involved in that story
Perhaps at a later date I may find the desire to write further.

I am sure that some readers will find that I have ommitted some events that they
could recall , For this I am sorry and can only plead a failing memory and truat
that some readers can gain some knowledge from my ramblings .

FINIS
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